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Outline of Reference Paper On: \ 


THE POLITICAL USES OF ANTI-SEMITISM 
BY THE SOVIET REGIME 


The recent attempts by Soviet propaganda media to pii the blame for 
the wave of anti-Semitic incidents which occurred in West Germany and elsewhere 
in the free world specifically upon the government of Chancellor Adenauer marks 
a new low in Soviet hypocrisy. These incidents, which the Soviets are using eagerly 
as a heaven-sent talking-point in their campaign to discredit West Germany in advance 
of the Summit talks due to be held this coming summer, are surpassed in viciousness 
by the number of anti-Semitic acts which are now known to have been taking place in 
the Soviet Union. But anti-Semitism in the USSR does not have an accidental, ''young 
hooligan" quality, as in West Germany, for example. Ratiier,it is a matter of 
deliberate , coldly calculated state policy. 


The attached analysis shows how the Soviet government, shart of resorting 
to the mass murder of Nazism, is making life more and more difficult for the 
unfortunate Jewish population of the USSR. Soviet e’forts-—-in Middle East broadcasts ——- 
to link the Bonn regime and Israel in an alleged "conspiracy" against the Arab 
world further demonstrate the Kremlin's duplicity. 
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No. 17, 1959/60 


THE POLITICAL USES OF ANTI-SEMITISM 
BY THE SOVIET REGIME 


The Soviet Government, somewhat belatedly, has been commenting on the 
recent outbreak of anti-Semitic incidents with the clear objective of attempting 
to obtain a propaganda advantage over the West German Government on the eve 
of the Summit conference. 


That these incidents have played inio the hands of Soviet propaganda, always 
on the lookout to embarrass the Wes*, is becoming an obvious fact. 


But, in commenting on these incidents, the Soviet regime, as usual, 
displays its extraordinary hypocrisy and its ebsciite contempt for public opinion 
in the West. The fact is that anti-Semitism— including acts of violence-— is 
currently on the upgrade inside the Soviet Union. 


Red Radio Taiks Out of Two Sides of its Mouth 


Soviet comment, moreover, is varied, depending on the audiences for which 
it is intended, For example, in broadcests >o the Middle East, Radio Moscow 
continues to play on the refrain tha’. “ne Wes! German and Israeli Governments are 
part of a "'feactionary conspiracy" to do damage to the Arab world. As alleged proof, 
Radio Moscow continually cites the Bonn regime's payments of reparations to Israel. 


In these broadcasts to the Arab world there are few~- if any-- references 
to the swastika incidents. 


At first, for domestic consumption, Radio Moscow ignored the anti-Semitic 
character of the swastika incidents. Instead, the Soviet mouthpiece emphasized the 
damage done to monuments for Nazi victims. 


Only within recent weeks have the anti-Jewish acts been mentioned as such. 


(more) 
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Typical of this changed approach was Radio Moscow's January 19 broadcast 
accusing the Bonn regime of instigating acts of provocation comparable to the 
burning of the Reichstag in 1933. Meanwhile, the worldwide Communist press 
has picked up the refrain, ignoring the various efforts being made by West Germany 
to curtail the excesses of neo-Nazi groupings. 


Instead of sympathizing with Konrad Adenauer, the Communists call him 
a "Hitler, '' ignoring the West German Chancellor's welll known anti-Nazi record 
of which the London Jewish Vanguard has recently stated: 


No one who knows his record will accuse the German 
Chancellor of having any sympathies whatsoever with those 
who continue to propagate Hitler's obnoxious doctrines." 


USSR Anti-Semitism a Matter of State Policy 


Whatever the significance of the recent swastika incidents— whether or not 
they are deeply rooted~—- the fact is that the German people, through their press and 
public institutions, are engaged in a nationwide dialogue on the subject. With few 

exceptions, the incidents have been deplored. 


No such debate, however, is taking piace in the Soviet Union. 


For in the Soviet Union, anti-Semitism is a matter of state policy; with vicious 
anti-Semitic diatribes permitted to be broadcust over state-controlled radio stations. 


Only last October an attempt was made to burn down a synagogue in the 
Moscow suburb of Malakhovka and, according to The New York Times (November 

1, 1959), the body a of a woman named Sarah Gordovskaya~- murdered by anti-Semites — 
was thrown into the blaze. 


The uses made by Soviet propaganda of what is officially labeled the "Jewish 
problem" have been varied through the years. At present, however, it is official 
policy to put anti-Semitism to practical use both at home and abroad. 


Inspired and developed by Stalin in 1948, anti-Semitism in the USSR reached 
a peak with the trial of the Jewish doctors early in 1953. Although it has never since 
been so open, it still continues to exist, It cannot be ascribed to the ordinary people, 
but is a deliberate feature of Sovigt governmental internal policy. There is no longer 
the degree of violent persecution of Jews which marked the last years of Stalin's life, 
but the Jews, as a national minority, are still subjected to special forms of 
discrimination. 
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One such form of discrimination is the increasing difficulty that Soviet Jews 
have in entering academic careers. During Stalin's lifetime, many Jewish scholars 
and scientists lost their positions, and thus far they have not succeeded in recovering 
them. The rate at which young Jews are now being admitted to the academic world 
in the USSR is negligible. Indeed, it is very difficult for them to acquire a higher 
education. In an interview with M. Serge Groussard, correspondent of Le Figaro, 

on March 19, 1958, Khrushchev observed: 'The Jews want at all costs to get into 

the university, whatever sacrifices this may demand of them." 


Campaign Against Jewish Religion Stepped Up 


In his book, La Tragedie des Juifs en URSS' (Paris, 1959), Leon Leneman 
reproduces (pp. 319-20) a New York Times report dated May 20, 1959, from its 
United Nations correspondent, stating that information had been received describing 
an intensification of the Soviet campaign against the practice of the Jewish religion 
in the USSR. In Kharkov, The New York Times report stated, twenty small groups 
of Jews who had gathered to celebrate the Jewish New Year were dispersed by the 
police: one such group was told by the police: '' You eat Russian bread and you pray 
for Israel.'' The February, 1959 issue of the Party monthly magazine Partiinaya 
Zhizn, (Party Life), had drawn attention to an article published in December, 1958, 
in the newspaper Lvovskaya Pravda , (Lvov Pravda), which recalled that when 
the Jews eat unleavened bread at Passover , they express the wish to be able 
to eat it the following year "in Jerusalem, on Israeli soil." This article added: 
"Do not the Jews, however, realize that Israel today is a docile instrument in the 
hands of American, British, and French imperialists ?'' The baking of matzoth, 
the Jewish unleavened bread eaten during the Feast of the Passpver, was forbidden 
in 1959 in Kharkov, Odessa,and Kiev , in the Ukraintan SSR, and in Kuibyshev 
and Rostov in the Russian Soviet Republic, and it was only after considerable protest 
that the authorities in Moscow and Leningrad eventually permitted it to be baked. Other 
measures mentioned in The New York Times report included the conversion of part 
of a synagogue at Irkutsk into a student's hostel: the conversion at Novoselitsa, 
in Chernovtsy Oblast (region) of two synagogue buildings into clubs: the closing of 
Synagogues at Olevsk, Vinnitsa, and Korosten: the confiscation of the synagogue at 
Baranovichi, in the Belorussian Soviet Republic, by the iocal Committeee For State 
Security: the conversion of two more synagogues at Rybnitsa, in Bessarabia, into 
warehouses: the closing of the Orenburg and Tula synagogues : the confiscation of 
25,000 rubles, collected by the Jewish community at Evpatoria, in the Crimea, 
in; order to rent a synagogue building. 


There have been many recent exampies in the Soviet press of attacks 
upon the Jewish religion. An article entitled "The Reactionary Essence of Judaism, " 
published in Sovetskaya Moldaviya on July 23, 1959, declared: 


Judaism is an out-and-out reactionary ideology. ...Judaism 
advocates distorted views of labor and the workers, who are the real 
creators of all values on the earth..... Judaism cripples people's 
minds.... A characteristic feature of the majority of religious festivals 
in Judaism is their pronouncedly nationalist character....Such festivals... 
poison the minds of Jews, turning their thoughts to Israel, the "land of 
their fathers"..... Judaism kills one's love for the Soviet homeland... 
(more) 
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On December 9, 1959, a bitter attack upon Judaism was delivered ina 
brpadcast by Radio Kirovograd in the Ukraine. The broadcast declared that 
Judaism chiefly serves "cosmopolitan '' and "bourgeois American'"' aims 
and fosters a "harmful belief in the chosen character of Israel.'' The broadcast 
condemned the "bourgeois -Zionist'' content of sermons by Jewish rabbis. 


Existence of Jewish Nationality Denied 


Since they are the only nationality group in the USSR which is deprived of 
the right to form associations or to promote its own culture, the Jews of the Soviet 
Union are reduced to the status of second-class citizens, ‘on the official pretext 
that the Jewish people constitute a nation. ''The Jews," says the Large Soviet 
Encyclopedia, ‘''do not constitute a nation since they do not represent a stable 
community which has been formed in the course of history. '' (Vol. XV, 1952, p. 377). 


"Scientific'' publications are now being issued in the USSR which in their 
degree of anti-Semitism differ little from those once put out by the Nazis. Ina 
brochure entitled '' On the Judaic Religion, '' published in Kiev in 1959 by the Society 
for the Propagation of Political and Scientific Knowledge, T.K. Kichko declares: 


The Jawish religion teaches its followers to be merciless 
and cruel toward the members of another faith or another nation. _ 
According to the teaching of Judaism, adherents of other faiths are 
liable to the severest treatment, (including) robbery and fraud, in 
the interests of Israel, which must assume a dominant position(Ibid. » 2: 39). 


One of the reasons for the officially-inspired anti-Semitism in the USSR may 
be seen in a statement made by Khrushchev about the Jewish character: 


If you take construction work or metallurgy, the mass 
professions, there, so far as I know, you will not find a single 
Jew. They do not like collective labor, group discipline. They 
are individualists (Le Figaro, March 19, 1958). 


That is to day, from the point of view of the Soviet leadership, the Jews, 
by virtue of their psychology and aspirations, are not full members of Soviet society 
which is building Communism, a social order based unshakably on the principle 
of collectivism. 


Another cause of conflict with the Soviet leaders' domestic policy is the 
striving of the Jews toward international unification in the religious, social and 
political spheres, a tendency intensified since the establishment of the State of 
Israel and termed "cosmopolitanism" by the Soviet leaders. This tendency, in the 
eyes of the Soviet leadership, is tantamount to a betrayal of the ''Soviet Fatherland. "' 
The need to intensify the struggle against the "reactionary ideology of cosmopolitanism" 
is emphasized in a resolution of the Party Central Committee, 'On the Tasks of Party 
Propaganda under the Conditions of Today," published by Pravda on January 10, 1960. 


(more) 
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The Soviet leaders oppose any policy which would allow over two million Jews to 
emigrate to Israel and other countries of the free world, both for reasons of 
Communist theory and for fear of the information which the Jews might spread 
abroad concerning conditions in the USSR. Indeed, Soviet propagandists insist 
that the "Soviet" Jews themselves deny that there is any necessity for their 
leaving the USSR. 


While the discrimination actually practiced against the Jews of the USSR 
is being intensified, in spite of the fact that anti-Semitism is officially forbidden 
by Soviet law, the Soviet government is exploiting the existence of anti-Semitism 
both inside and outside the USSR to further its international aims. In this connection, 
the Arab peoples are an object of primary interest. By letting it be known that 
it practices anti-Semitism within its own borders and by its propaganda attacks 
on the State of Israel, the Soviet Government is trying to win Arab sympathies and 
so gradually establish t itself in a dominating position in the countries of the Near East. 


West German Anti-Semitic Incidents Exploited 


Another feature of Soviet activity in the field of foreign affairs which is of 
particular interest and importance at the present moment is its exploitation of anti- 
Semitic outbreaks in West Germany and other Western countries. The incidents 
which have occurred in West Germany and other countries fifteen years after the 
overthrow of the Nazi regime and just a few months before the Summit Conference 
at which the future destiny of the German people is due to be decided, have come 
at at extremely opportune moment for the Soviet leaders, who are making extensive 
and skilful use of these events for propaganda purposes. 


The Soviet press is asserting that anti-Semitic demonstrations occurring 
in other Western countries of the West are inspired by Bonn: 


The anti-Semitic provocations in a number of Western 
countries were organized by the Bonn intelligence service of the 
former Hitlerite, General Gehlen, whose agents are former 
confidential agents of the Gestapo abroad and former SS men who 
have served abroad. General Gehlen's seryice was acting upon 
instructions from the Bonn Central Administration for Psychological 
Defense (Pravda, January 10, 1960). 


And , on the basis of this assertion, the Soviet government is demanding that 
the Western powers revise their policy toward West Germany: 


The anti-Semitic incidents which began in West Germany and 
embraced various countries of Western Europe and also the United States 
are a consequence of the ~ Western Powers'policy of systematically 
encouraging the "revanchists" and militarist forces of Bonn Germany 
(Pravda, January 10, 1960). 

(more) 
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The emergence of fascist elements in Western Germany 
and other Western /tountries raises in all its urgency the question 
of whether there is any need to transform Bonn into a center of 
international reaction in possession of nuclear weapons (Pravda, 
January 14, 1960). 


In its desire to weaken as much.as possible the position of West Germany at 
the forthcoming talks with the /iWestern Powers, the Soviet leaders are now beginning 
to accuse the entire population of the Federal Republi¢ of participating in this 

"revanchist" course: 


The Germans decided their own fate long ago by dividing 
themselves into two camps... The Germans, who themselves split 
into two states... (of which one took) the path of militarism and 
revanchism (Speech by Andrei Gromyko in the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR, Pravda, January 16, 1960). 


The purpose of this new line is to discredit before the entire world not. 
only Chancellor Adenauer's government, but the entire population of West Germany, there- 
By: preparing way for the realization of Soviet demands at the forthcoming 
conference regarding the problems of Germany and of Berlin. 


According to the West German press, the first young "Fascists" to be caught 
in the recent »%outburst of anti-Semitism, Schoeneck and Strunk, had been in direct 
contact with the Communist East German authorities. West German Federal Defense 
Minister Franz Josef Strauss stated in Lisbon that the anti-Semitic incidents in West 
Germany were being instigated by the Communists, and the West German Federal 
Intelligence Service | issued a statement which in! part confirmed,*: his views. 


In summary, it may be said that whether the Soviet and East German Communists 
actually instigated the recent outbreaks or only incited their agents to provoke new 
incidents after the outbreaks began, they are being skilfully exploited by the 
makers of Soviet foreign policy. While practicing discrimination against the Jews 
at home, the Soviet regime is making use of anti-Semitism abroad in order to 
further its foreign policy goals. 
(080560) 
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